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Math Tax Worksheet 
This worksheet is designed to give you a simplified look at filling out a 1040 U.S. Individual Income Tax Return. 
To do so, you’ll have to use some of those math skills you’ve learned. Ready? Let’s get started. 
 

A. The first line is where you’d write down what you earned on a job. Let’s say you work two jobs and 
earned $36,660.89, plus $252.35 worth of tips. Add these numbers together, and then round to the 
nearest dollar. Write that amount on the line with a 7 to the left of it (called line 7). Note: The 
numbering of the lines is from an actual 1040 form. We’re just skipping quite a few lines in this 
simplified version. Many of the lines do get skipped when you fill out an actual form, since they don’t 
apply to everyone. 

B. Line 8a (the line with a 8 to its left) is for writing down any taxable interest you earned from money in 
the bank (the bank will send you this amount). Let’s say you earned $25.67 in taxable interest. Round 
that to the nearest dollar and write that amount on line 8a. 

C. Find your total income (line 22) by adding up what you wrote down on lines 7 and 8a. 
D. The government allows deductions for certain things. There are a lot of rules as to what counts and 

what doesn’t. But let’s say you’re able to deduct $550.78. Round that to the nearest dollar and write it 
on line 36. 

E. Calculate your Adjusted Gross Income—how much you made after the allowable deductions—by 
subtracting what you wrote on line 36 (the deductions) from what you wrote on line 22 (the total 
income). 

F. On line 40, you get to take deductions from your Adjusted Gross Income. Some people itemize 
deductions, which means they add up how much they spent on allowable things (such as their home 
mortgage and donations to qualifying nonprofits) and deduct that amount. But let’s say you just want 
to take the standard deduction, which was $6,350 for a single in 2017. Write that amount on line 40. 

G. Now subtract line 40 from your Adjusted Gross Income (line 37). This is your Taxable Income. Write it 
in line 43. 

H. Now you get to find the tax you owe. Use the PDF at https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/i1040tt.pdf to 
figure that out. To do that, look at what you wrote as the Taxable Income on line 43. Now look in the 
PDF. The rows in the PDF list ranges (such as 5,050 to 5,100); you have to find the row in which your 
Taxable Income falls (if your taxable income was $5,075, it would fall in the row with the range of 
5,050 to 5,100). Once you find the correct row, you then want to look at the column in that row 
labeled “Single,” as that is the tax amount for singles. Write that amount on line 44 as your Tax. 

I. We’re going to skip some sections (subtracting amounts from the tax—i.e., credits—and adding in 
other taxes), as we’ll assume in our example none of them apply, and go now to the payments section. 
Let’s say the jobs you worked for already took $3,600 out of your paycheck (you’d know this because 
they would send you that amount). Write this amount on line 74. 

J. Now look at the tax you owe (line 44) and compare it to the payments you’ve made (line 74). Find the 
difference between the two amounts by subtracting the larger amount from the smaller. Did you pay 
more than you owe? Then you get a refund! Write the difference you found on line 75 as the Amount 
Overpaid. Do you owe more than you payed? Then you have to make a payment. Write the difference 
you found as the Amount Owed (line 78). 

 
You did it! You just used math to complete a real-life task. Remember that God created man to work, and 
math is a tool that can help us in that. We can use math because He gave us the ability; thus we, unlike 
animals, can even file income taxes. And since income taxes are due each year, it’s an example of how math 
helps us with real-life tasks.  
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Math Tax Worksheet 
 
 
 
 

7 Wages, salaries, tips, etc.   

8a Taxable interest   

22 Total income   

36 Adjustments to income   

37 Adjusted Gross Income   

40 Deductions   

43 Taxable income  

44 Tax    

74 Payments   

75 Amount Overpaid   

78 Amount Owed  
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Math Tax Worksheet – Answer Key 
 
 
Note: Students were instructed to round amounts to the nearest whole dollar. 
 

7 Wages, salaries, tips, etc. 36,661 + 252 = 36,913 

8a Taxable interest 26 

22 Total income 36,913 + 26 = 36,939 

36 Adjustments to income 551 

37 Adjusted Gross Income 36,939 – 551 = 36,388 

40 Deductions 6,350 

43 Taxable income 36,388 – 6350 = 30,038 

44 Tax  
4,038 (from the first line under the 30,000 

heading in the PDF) 

74 Payments 3,600 

75 Amount Overpaid  

78 Amount Owed 4,038 – 3,600 = 438 
 
 


